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413 Colleges with Free College Application Fees

The free college application fees list has been updated based on the Integrated Post-secondary
Education Data System (IPEDS) and information from the Common Application available in
September of 2015. The IPEDS data is the fee charged for the 2014-15 academic year while the
Common Application Data is for the 2015-16 year. Yes, it's very possible the data reported by
IPEDS will not be valid for the coming year. But it's what is available.

Everyone knows the cost of higher education is spiraling out of control. Did you know that the
cost to apply to college has reached equally outrageous levels? Applying to US News Top Ten
National Universities would set you back $845 in application fees with a low of $65 to a high of
$90. Two schools charged less than $75. That doesn't include the cost of sending in testing
scores reports.

Just how bad is the situation? Consider the following:

» There 501 colleges with application fees of $50 or greater compared to 490 from last year.
The number of public institutions charging $50 or more has increased to 246 from last
year's 239.

e The number of colleges charging $70 or more has increased to 85 from 80 last year and
the number of public schools in the category rose from 30 to 34. Just over half of these
colleges are in just four states: California (15), Massachusetts (11), New York (11), and
Texas (7). North Carolina had six schools charging $70 or more and Connecticut had five.

» Ten states had an average application fee of $50 or more for public institutions.

« Private colleges that charged $70 or more to apply had only 19.7% of freshman with Pell
Grants while those that charged less averaged 40%

If you have limited funds, would you spend them on applying to colleges with less than a 30%
chance of getting in? Of course, if you do get in, the chances are that you will have your full

financial need met. But given the limited number of testing waivers available to students for
the SAT and especially the ACT, how many take the chance?

Free College Application Fees
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So what's a frugal student to do? There are 413 colleges that have free application fees, an
increase from 348 last year. This means that they did not have an application fee for the 2014-
15 school year or will waive them if you apply online through the Common Application in
2015-16. That's still fewer than those that charge $50 or more, but it is a ray of hope.

Furthermore, 157 have graduation rates of 50% or greater. | use the four-year rate for private
colleges and the five-year rate for public institutions. And 26 of 56 colleges where tests are
"Neither required nor recommended" have free application fees.

The College Board also lists colleges that are free to apply to. However, after doing some spot
checks on schools listed as free that didn't show up on the IPEDS list, | decided not to include
them since they were very wrong. By "very wrong" | mean | don't think these schools have even
had free application fees.

CollegeXpress also has a list of colleges free to apply to. | have no idea of the reliability of the
list. Niche also has a list of Top Colleges with No Application Fee students that students might
find useful.

The following table is based on the Integrated Post-secondary Education Data System (IPEDS)
and consists of schools that have 500 or more full-time undergraduates. This is part of the data
that is included in the DIY College Rankings College Search Spreadsheet.

Colleges with Free Application Fees

Adrian College Private MI 1,582 39 56
Agnes Scott College Private GA 897 66 67
AIB College of Business Private IA 732 69
Albion College Private M 1,272 64 56
Albright College Private PA 2,315 48 62
Alcorn State University Public MS 2,732 28 83
Alderson Broaddus University Private WV 995 35 43
Alice Lloyd College Private KY 606 21 45
Allegheny College Private PA 2,125 74 65
Allen University Private SC 635 11

Alma College Private M 1,378 43 68
Alverno College Private Wi 1,360 11 79
Aquinas College Private Mi 1,634 30 71
Arcadia University Private PA 2,260 53 60
Arkansas Tech University Public AR 7,063 36 85
Asbury University Private KY 1,326 56 66
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Ashland University

Auburn University at Montgomery
Augsburg College
Augustana College
Augustana College

Austin College

Ave Maria University
Averett University

Avila University

Bacone College

Baker University

Baldwin Wallace University
Barton College

Bay Path College

Becker College

Beloit College

Bennington College

Berea College

Berry College

Bethany College

Bethany College

Bethany Lutheran College
Bethel University

Bluefield State College
Bradley University
Brandman University
Brazosport College

Brenau University

Brevard College
Bridgewater College

Bryn Mawr College

Buena Vista University
Butler University

California College San Diego
Calumet College of Saint Joseph
Canisius College

Capital University

Cardinal Stritch University
Carleton College

Carroll College

Carroll University
Carson-Newman University
Case Western Reserve University
Catawba College

Cazenovia College

Cedar Crest College

Central Baptist College
Central Christian College of Kansas
Central Yeshiva Tomchei Tmimim Lubavitz
Centre College

Chadron State College
Champlain College
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Private
Private
Private
Private
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Private
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Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
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Private

2,389
2,999
2,038
2,509
1,585
1,204
890
851
1,124
851
1,069
3,003
900
1,179
1,449
1,254
609
1,587
2,107
603
690
552
2,614
1,440
4,618
1,552
966
1,074
690
1,840
1,315
1,960
3,974
762
580
2,825
2,481
2,520
2,025
1,349
2,729
1,658
4,528
1,210
937
640
650
741
650
1,378
1,772
2,332

42
22
47
74
48
67
55
18
26

36
55
41
46
16
70
58
47
50
27
39
38
63
13
55

30
31
52
81
43
51
45
18
58
52
29
90
54
42
37
65
41
53
50
19
27

80
31
50

74
84
61
59
68
59
60
63
61
72
87
64
42
58
63
68
65
34
60
59
49
75
95
43
67
100

78
45
55
40
70
66

40
73
76
84
21
53
81
67
42
41
78
59
54
50
100
69

71
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Chatham University

Christian Brothers University
Clarkson University

Coe College

Colby College

Colby-Sawyer College

College for Creative Studies
College of Mount Saint Vincent
College of Saint Benedict
College of Saint Elizabeth
College of the Ozarks

Colorado Mountain College
Columbia College

Columbia College

Columbia International University
Concordia University-Ann Arbor
Concordia University-Chicago
Concordia University-Nebraska
Concordia University-Portland
Concordia University-Wisconsin
Converse College

Cornell College

Cornerstone University
Creighton University
Culver-Stockton College

Davis & Elkins College

Daytona State College
Delaware State University
Denison University

DePaul University

DePauw University

DeSales University

Doane College-Crete
Dominican University of California
Drake University

Drury University

D'Youville College

Earlham College

Eastern Nazarene College
Eastern New Mexico University-Main Campus
Eastern Oregon University
Elizabethtown College
Elmhurst College

Emmanuel College

Emmanuel College

Emory & Henry College

Eureka College

Fairmont State University
Ferris State University

Fisk University

Florida Gateway College
Florida Institute of Technology
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Private
Private
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Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Public

Public

Private
Public

Private

611
1,021
3,084
1,351
1,820
1,386
1,082
1,489
2,015

554
1,498
1,990
9,442

723

511

506
1,489
1,134
1,188
3,059

671
1,117
1,610
3,815

772

847
6,156
3,579
2,253

13,594
2,280
1,836
1,106
1,298
3,185
3,008
1,614
1,045
1,302
2,759
2,140
1,808
2,736

702
1,857

889

644
3,435
9,255

589

951
3,068

44
31
61
61
89
48
27
37
75
41
50

26
32
52
14
45
42
36
34
55
64
30
67
38
22

33
78
54
74
63
51
36
61
32
19
59
41
25
21
71
59
31
51
33
43
30
42
41

39

61
47
64
62
26
83
49
73
76
48
13

65
63
54
54
72
56
70
52
64
68
77
59
57

42
46
60
61
76
72
78
66
81
79
64
56
63
67
70
72
48
60
66
68
66
76
40

60
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Florida Institute of Technology-Online
Florida Southern College
Franklin Pierce University
Franklin University
Freed-Hardeman University
Gannon University

Goshen College

Graceland University-Lamoni
Grand View University
Granite State College

Green Mountain College
Greenville College

Grinnell College

Guilford College

Gustavus Adolphus College
Hamline University
Hampden-Sydney College
Hampshire College

Hanover College

Hartwick College

Hastings College

Heidelberg University
Henderson State University
Hendrix College

Hilbert College

Hiram College

Hobart William Smith Colleges
Hollins University

Holy Names University

Hood College

Houston Baptist University
Howard Payne University
Huntingdon College

Illinois College

Illinois Institute of Technology
Illinois Wesleyan University
Immaculata University
Independence University
Indian River State College
Indiana Wesleyan University
Jackson State University

John Carroll University
Johnson & Wales University-Charlotte
Johnson & Wales University-Denver
Johnson & Wales University-North Miami
Johnson & Wales University-Providence
Juniata College

Kalamazoo College

Kentucky Wesleyan College
Kenyon College

Kettering University

Keuka College
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Private
Private
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Private
Private
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Private
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Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private

1,359
2,126
1,465
1,789
1,262
2,556

745
1,293
1,728

918

569
1,090
1,664
1,928
2,423
2,087
1,068
1,492
1,158
1,579
1,060
1,055
2,878
1,422

884
1,117
2,324

561

677
1,266
2,005

983

902

981
2,712
2,001
1,184
1,215
5,940
9,581
5,812
2,950
2,286
1,373
1,900
8,754
1,555
1,446

621
1,695
1,590
1,514

47
39

38
48
54
30
28

31
41
81
49
81
60
60
56
68
54
43
35
25
63
31
57
74
56
25
55
24
30
30
56
32
72
39
100

55
31
65
41
48
31
43
72
72
25
86
11
36

50
85

92
80
55
50
95

76
66
35
68
63
66
55
64
67
84
74

62
80
81
57
49
69
57
81
73
54
63
61
57
58
80

95
65
83
60
78
65
76
74
67
67
38
62
88
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King University
King's College

La Roche College
La Salle University
Lake Erie College
Lake Forest College

Lake Washington Institute of Technology

Lane College

Langston University

Lasell College

Lawrence University

Le Moyne College

Lebanon Valley College

Lesley University

LeTourneau University

Lewis & Clark College

Lewis-Clark State College

Lincoln University

Lindsey Wilson College

Linfield College-McMinnville Campus
Loras College

Lourdes University

Loyola University Chicago

Loyola University New Orleans
Luther College

Lycoming College

MacMurray College

Malone University

Manchester University

Marietta College

Marquette University

Mary Baldwin College

Maryville College

Maryville University of Saint Louis
McKendree University

MCPHS University

Mercyhurst University

Merrimack College

Metropolitan State University
Michigan Technological University
MidAmerica Nazarene University
Mid-Continent University
Midland College

Midland University

Miles College

Millikin University

Millsaps College

Milwaukee Institute of Art & Design
Milwaukee School of Engineering
Mississippi University for Women
Mississippi Valley State University
Missouri Western State University
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Private
Private
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Public

Private
Public

Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Public

Public

Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Public

Public

Private
Private
Public

Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Public

Public

Public

2,040
1,925
1,130
3,542

852
1,571
1,918
1,534
1,841
1,649
1,518
2,401
1,648
1,460
1,333
2,086
2,443
1,874
2,101
1,630
1,484
1,137
9,339
2,741
2,413
1,290

517
1,453
1,182
1,352
8,046
1,037
1,132
1,786
1,776
3,723
2,552
2,604
2,852
5,198
1,131
1,822
1,537
1,164
1,577
2,044

730

652
2,284
1,945
1,600
3,945

45
61
33
55
28
58

20
26
47
69
63
68
35
34
67
22
17
15
59
48

60
44
67
54
28
46
40
44
57
39
47
51
32
47
54
54
21
58
41

41

48
59
45
39
35
20
27

64
72
56
80
56
57

49

76
73
62
67
67
41
63
100

92
69
69
91
87
72
72
75
72
71
64
57
88
73
76
63
89
75
79
100
77
72
70

68

55
47
61
68
43
23
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Monmouth College Private IL 1,244 57 64

Moravian College Private PA 1,418 70 80
Morningside College Private 1A 1,263 48 53
Mount Holyoke College Private MA 2,151 76 47
Mount Ida College Private MA 1,167 29 61
Mount Mary University Private Wi 685 21 54
Mount Mercy University Private 1A 882 66 68
Mount Olive College Private NC 1,386 26 50
Mount Saint Mary College Private NY 1,742 41 86
Muskingum University Private OH 1,438 29 76
Navajo Technical University Public NM 1,271

Nazareth College Private NY 1,901 59 68
Nebraska Wesleyan University Private NE 1,605 55 77
New England College Private NH 1,416 34 90
Newbury College Private MA 851 24 60
Niagara University Private NY 2,719 60 66
Nichols College Private MA 1,100 42 80
Northeastern University Global Network Private MA 1,072

Northern New Mexico College Public NM 821 0

Northland College Private Wi 538 52 59
Northwest Florida State College Public FL 2,677

Northwest Missouri State University Public MO 4,988 45 72
Northwestern College Private 1A 1,133 53 76
Notre Dame College Private OH 1,405 18 90
Oakland University Public M 12,252 34 66
Oberlin College Private OH 2,855 76 30
Ohio Northern University Private OH 2,194 53 68
Ohio Wesleyan University Private OH 1,809 54 75
Oklahoma Baptist University Private OK 1,868 47 56
Oklahoma Panhandle State University Public OK 1,041 29 48
Oklahoma State University Institute of Technology Public OK 2,207 0

Oklahoma State University-Oklahoma City Public OK 2,251

Olympic College Public WA 4,287

Ouachita Baptist University Private AR 1,507 48 70
Our Lady of Holy Cross College Private LA 521 5 48
Pacific Lutheran University Private WA 3,010 55 77
Peninsula College Public WA 1,427

Peru State College Public NE 1,186 30

Piedmont College Private GA 1,131 40 61
Point Park University Private PA 2,551 42 74
Point University Private GA 1,291 33 54
Polk State College Public FL 3,841

Polytechnic Institute of New York University Private NY 2,033 33 75
Potomac State College of West Virginia University Public Wv 1,289

Presbyterian College Private SC 1,087 60 66
Purdue University-North Central Campus Public IN 2,732 17 72
Queens University of Charlotte Private NC 1,410 44 77
Randolph College Private VA 649 46 83
Randolph-Macon College Private VA 1,295 57 64
Ranken Technical College Private MO 1,313 44

Reed College Private OR 1,356 70 49
Regis College Private MA 948 38 72
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Remington College-Dallas Campus
Remington College-Memphis Campus
Rhodes College

Ripon College

Roanoke College

Robert Morris University

Roberts Wesleyan College

Rockford University

Rockhurst University

Saint Augustine College

Saint Edward's University

Saint Francis University

Saint Johns University

Saint Josephs College

Saint Joseph's College of Maine

Saint Leo University

Saint Louis University

Saint Martin's University

Saint Mary's College

Saint Mary's University of Minnesota
Saint Norbert College

Saint Peter's University

Saint Vincent College

Salem College

Salish Kootenai College

Santa Fe College

Savannah State University

Seattle Central College

Seattle Community College-North Campus
Seattle Community College-South Campus
Seminole State College of Florida
Seton Hall University

Sewanee-The University of the South
Shawnee State University

Siena Heights University

Simmons College

Simpson College

Smith College

Southern Arkansas University Main Campus
Southwestern Christian University
Southwestern University

Spring Arbor University

Spring Hill College

St Bonaventure University

St Catherine University

St John's University-New York

St Olaf College

State College of Florida-Manatee-Sarasota
Stevens-Henager College-Murray
Stevenson University

SUNY Empire State College
Susquehanna University
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Public

Public

Private
Private
Public

Private
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Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Public

Private
Private
Public

Private

904
814
2,014
888
1,964
3,935
1,225
838
1,546
1,143
3,442
1,547
1,850
1,036
895
8,663
7,210
1,111
1,469
1,307
2,118
2,068
1,532
827
696
6,059
4,008
4,184
2,240
1,992
6,885
5,380
1,602
3,635
1,237
1,577
1,486
2,585
2,497
565
1,519
2,006
1,205
1,780
2,188
10,908
3,081
4,381
2,382
3,288
4,218
2,129

74
60
58
41
53
25
60

51
57
71
36
49
31
61
35
67
43
69
34
64
61
28

23

50
76
22
21
66
55
82
24
35
65
30
47
54
38
36
83

63
42
13
71

81
70
58
75
73
81
73
41
75

79
76
75
64
78
77
64
88
86
75
82
54
69
58

83

79
60

68
49
88
43
61
88
52
65
46
80
61
53
59

60
81
72
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Tennessee Wesleyan College

Texas A & M International University
Texas A & M University-Commerce
Texas Lutheran University

Texas Wesleyan University

The College of Idaho

The College of New Rochelle

The College of Saint Rose

The College of Saint Scholastica

The College of Wooster

The University of Findlay

The University of Texas at Brownsville
The University of Texas at El Paso
The University of Texas of the Permian Basin
The University of Texas-Pan American
Thiel College

Thomas More College

Transylvania University

Trine University

Trinity Christian College

Trinity University

Truman State University

Tulane University of Louisiana
Tusculum College

Union College

Union College

Union College

Union Institute & University

United States Air Force Academy
United States Coast Guard Academy
United States Merchant Marine Academy
United States Military Academy
United States Naval Academy

United Talmudical Seminary

Unity College

University of Arkansas at Monticello
University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff
University of Arkansas-Fort Smith
University of Dayton

University of Detroit Mercy
University of Evansville

University of Great Falls

University of Hartford

University of Houston-Victoria
University of Indianapolis

University of Jamestown

University of Maine at Farmington
University of Mount Union

University of New Hampshire at Manchester
University of Pikeville

University of Saint Francis-Fort Wayne
University of Saint Joseph
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Public
Public
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Public
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Private
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Public
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Public
Public
Public
Private
Private
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Public
Public
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Private
Private
Private
Private
Public
Private
Private
Public
Private
Public
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Private
Private

991
4,022
5,178
1,258
1,429
1,055
2,755
2,664
2,423
2,077
2,490
5,814

12,973
1,924
13,119
1,061
1,140
1,067
1,429
1,106
2,111
5,375
6,487
1,741

729

713
2,225

775
3,993

902

958
4,591
4,526
1,814

547
2,477
2,300
5,116
7,455
2,196
2,290

665
4,495
1,466
3,169

882
1,783
2,056

599
1,282
1,616

794

32
37
40
31
15
54
16
53
59
70
44
20
30
22
31
27
42
67
33
49
72
70
62
18
16
25
82
25
86
91
74
83
88

45
20
19
20
60
35
53
17
51

45
33
53
53
56
16
33
37

71
48
68
51
30
91
57
78
73
56
68

100
84
62
66
88
96
72
90
64
72
26
72
74
52
37

15
16

89

28
57
53
61
84
73
62
51
84
57
84
71
73
100
54
86
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University of Scranton
University of Sioux Falls
University of St Francis
University of St Thomas
University of St Thomas
University of the Sciences
Upper lowa University
Ursinus College

Ursuline College

Uta Mesivta of Kiryas Joel
Valparaiso University
Warren Wilson College
Wartburg College
Washington & Jefferson College
Wayne State College
Wellesley College

Wells College

West Liberty University
West Virginia University at Parkersburg
West Virginia University Institute of Technology
Westminster College
Westminster College
Wheeling Jesuit University
Wheelock College
Whitworth University
William Jewell College
William Woods University
Wilmington College
Wisconsin Lutheran College
Wittenberg University

Xavier University

Xavier University of Louisiana
York College Pennsylvania

Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Public

Private
Private
Public

Public

Public

Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private

3,756

929
1,403
6,065
1,269
1,814
2,981
1,582

547
1,561
3,136

824
1,643
1,318
2,735
2,344

524
2,200
2,128

967
1,018
1,254

938

809
2,317
1,012

843
1,030
1,002
1,853
4,150
2,375
4,453

75
35
32
63
27
67
24
75
28

58
40
59
73
41
84
56
37
19
16
52
63
42
46
65
50
45
33
45
59
66
27
37

75
97
51
86
77
56
58
66
58

80
70
78
40

29
60
71

51
72
73
69
73
65
58
75
46
64
89
70
54
74
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More Resources for Finding and Paying for College

Best Free Resources for Finding and Paying for College Guide

Guide to 17 free PDFs, spreadsheets, and websites. Click here to get your free
copy.

College Financial Aid Timeline

What you need to know about financial aid starting with high school juniors.
Click here to get your free copy.

College Application Tracker Spreadsheet

Free spreadsheet to track your college application deadlines. Includes a
financial timeline.

50-50 PDF College Listing

Listing of all colleges by state that have at least a 50% acceptance rate and 50%
graduation rate in a PDF format.

Don't have any idea of where to go to college?

CREATING Here's how to start making your list of colleges. If you're
CUI.I.EGE USTS willing to step away from the rankings spotlight, you can find
Q some impressive programs at great values. All it takes is a little
° time and a visit to one of the most ignored resources in
Yﬂ!ksnmmusms creating a college list: the college website. Find out more.
COLLEGE WEBSITES TO PAY LESS

FOR A BETTER EDUCATION
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